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Caddington Pre-School, Nr Dunstable, Bedfordshire  

Client:  St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Caddington  

Project value: £243,000  

 

Problem: 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School had recognised a need to cater for an increase in government-
subsidised places for 2-3 year old children in the Dunstable area. As a result the School, with the aid 
of funding from the Early Years team at Central Bedfordshire Council, wanted to open a new 24-
place pre-school on their site. However, finding a suitable location for the building represented a 
challenge due to issues of access and also the close proximity to the existing foundation playground 
and school playing field. Additional equipment storage facilities were also required. 

Solution: 

A design was proposed for a single-storey building in a simple L-shaped arrangement to include a 
multi-purpose playroom, WCs, kitchenette, office and lobby. An integral covered play canopy was 
positioned in a small courtyard area in front of the building, doubling as an entrance canopy. The 
building footprint was carefully positioned at the edge of the playing field, which was acceptable in 
Planning terms to Sport England. Although a brick-built shed had to be demolished, two unheated 
storage rooms with external access at the end of the building have provided a useful replacement.  

Result: 

Staff and governors of the School and Early Years officers are all delighted with the new pre-school. 
Dark brick has been used in construction, which means it harmonises well with the existing buildings, 
and zinc provides a long-lasting and attractive roofing material which should give many years of 
maintenance-free service. The children have a warm, open environment in which to play and learn, 
with ready access to outside play. Headteacher Steve Chiswell said: “Our pre-school construction 
project presented us with some logistical challenges. PCMS Design assisted not just with the building 
design, but also brought together the various stakeholders to agree a way forward. We are delighted 
with the finished result, and so are the children.” 


