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Primary School Conversion at Raynsford Academy, Bedfordshire 
 
Client:  Raynsford Church of England Academy 
Project value: £1.8m 

Problem: 

As part of Central Bedfordshire Council’s ‘Schools for the Future’ plan, Raynsford Academy was earmarked 
to transform from a lower school into a primary. Additional classrooms were required to accommodate the 
extra staff and students, and other facilities such as sports provision and car parking needed to be expanded 
and upgraded. With limited free space on site, we had to carry out careful analysis, clever design and detailed 
planning to achieve all the new facilities the school required.  
 

Solution: 
We have designed a new free-standing classroom block positioned close to the original main school building, 
large enough to provide two new classrooms plus studio space and a therapy room. It has a unique building 
shape, with the rooms laid out in a simple ‘cube’ form around central circulation spaces. The building is linked 
to the main school with a covered canopy. To enhance sports provision, a new Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) 
has been constructed. Sustainability in design, specification and construction is at the heart of what we do in 
order to achieve a low carbon building with an ‘A’ energy rating. The classroom block has a Sedum green roof 
system, grey water recycling and rainwater harvesting, a large component of recycled and recyclable 
construction materials, and high levels of insulation which exceeds recommended levels. Underfloor heating 
is served by a Ground Source Heat Pump (GSHP) with thermostatic controls, all of which is powered by an 
extensive array of solar panels delivering a peak of 70kW of electricity from the sun. 
 

Result: 
Skilful use has been made of the comparatively modest site to enable full conversion to a primary school, 
which took place in September 2021. The new classrooms feature bright furniture which we specified, and 
practical teaching walls. Ancillary spaces have been well designed to cater for the teaching of different subject 
areas, and all of the circulation spaces are light and spacious.  Headteacher Julie Ashwell said: “PCMS Design 
are a top-quality team who are creative in the design process as well as rigorous and supportive when project 
managing.  We have worked with the team on two different projects, and on both occasions have been 
delighted with the outcomes. We strongly recommend PCMS Design to others, and would like to thank 
everyone in the team for delivering outstanding projects for us.” 
 


